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Microsoft Teams)

Chair; Dr Paula Kilbane

1 Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed all members to the meeting. Members in attendance
included Melody Buckley, Jacqui Browne, Mary Casserly, Mandy Daly,
Siobhan Freeney, Emma Harte, and Nuala Ryan. The Chair acknowledged
that this was Emma Harte's last meeting and thanked her for her significant

contribution to the forum.

2 Declarations of interest

No conflicts of interest were declared.

3 Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted.

4 Record of the last meeting

The record of the meeting held on June 2024 was agreed.
5 Matters arising/issues of interest

- Members received an update on the report published by the Expert
Taskforce concerning the expansion of the role of pharmacists in

Ireland. It was noted that a Community Pharmacy Implementation
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Oversight Group will be established, and there was a call for expressions

of interest.

- Members were updated on the proposed revision to the Terms of
Reference to reflect the HPRA's commitment to diversity and inclusion.

Updated wording was discussed, and the Terms of Reference adopted.

- Members were informed that preparations for the next Patient Speaker
Event were ongoing, with the HPRA engaging with Cancer Trials Ireland

to facilitate this in October 2024.

- The annual report for 2023 was presented to the members for
adoption. The annual report would then be presented to the Authority

for final adoption.

Current clinical trial landscape for medicines in Ireland -

opportunities and challenges

The HPRA provided an overview covering the necessity of clinical trials,
characteristics of well-designed trials, phases of clinical trials, and patient
involvement in these trials. The presentation and discussions also
addressed the impact of the Clinical Trial Regulation (CTR) on trials in
Ireland and Europe, the number of clinical trials conducted in Ireland, and

factors influencing clinical trials in the country.

Discussion: raising awareness of the availability of educational

materials for medicines
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An overview was provided on the nature of educational materials and their
purpose to help minimise both know and potential risks for certain
medicines. Members were also informed about the tools designed for the
target audience, as well as the dissemination methods for these materials.
The HPRA's activities to promote educational materials and the role of

patient organizations in promoting their availability were also discussed.
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