
 

 

HPRA Patient Forum Meeting Record 

Tuesday, 10 December 2024, Hybrid meeting (HPRA offices and 

Microsoft Teams) 

Chair: Dr Paula Kilbane 

 

1 Welcome and introductions 

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting. Members in attendance 

included Peter Boyd, Jacqui Browne, Mary Casserly, Mandy Daly, and 

Nuala Ryan. Dan Burns and Louise Canavan from the Pharmaceutical 

Society of Ireland (PSI) also attended. The PSI spoke to the forum briefly 

about its pharmacy regulatory role, the interface between the PSI and the 

HPRA, and the introduction of its patient engagement strategy.  

The Chair welcomed Peter Boyd as the new representative for Arthritis 

Ireland. 

 

2 Declarations of interest 

No conflicts of interest were declared.   

 

3 Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted.  

 

4 Record of the last meeting 

The record of the meeting held on September 2024 was agreed.  

 

5 Matters arising/issues of interest 

 

Diversity and Inclusion 



 

 

The Patient Forum was informed that the HPRA has been shortlisted for the 

National Diversity & Inclusion (D&I) Awards in the Public Sector category, 

organised by the Irish Centre for Diversity. It was noted that the HPRA has an 

internal Diversity & Inclusion Committee, which primarily focuses on initiatives for 

HPRA staff. Examples of these initiatives were shared with the Forum. 

 

EUPATI Regulatory Advisory Committee 

Members were informed that the HPRA Director of Human Products Monitoring 

has joined the Regulatory Advisory Committee of the European Patients' 

Academy on Therapeutic Innovation (EUPATI). This committee includes 

representatives from various regulatory bodies, including the EMA, the MHRA, 

Swissmedic, and others.  

 

EMA Open Call for Patient and Consumer Representatives 

Members were briefed on an EMA open call for expressions of interest to establish 

a pool of patient and consumer representatives for the 2024–2029 term. Members 

were informed that candidates with diverse expertise across disease areas are 

being sought. 

 

GLP-1 Receptor Agonists 

An update was given on the HPRA’s response to a recent investigation report 

aired on television into the illegal supply of GLP-1 medicines promoted as 

weight loss products and directed to the statement here.  

 

6 Update from the Patient Speaker Event 

 

An update was given on the HPRA's second Patient Speaker Event, held on 22 

October 2024. The event showcased the work of Cancer Trials Ireland (CTI) and 

https://www.hpra.ie/news-events/news/article/hpra-statement---rt%C3%A9-investigates-report-on-illegally-supplied-glp-1-medicines-promoted-as-weight-loss-products


 

 

its Patient Consultants Committee (PCC), followed by a panel discussion. The 

importance of these events for HPRA employees was highlighted. 

 

The forum was thanked for its role in supporting these events, which are an 

output of the forum's collaborative efforts.  

 

7 Patient Forum Work Plan 2025 

 

Before the meeting, forum members received a questionnaire to propose topics 

for the 2025 work plan and suggest additional ideas. During the meeting, the 

results were presented and discussed, leading to an agreement in principle on 

the key topics. The next step is to develop these into a formal work plan 

document, which will be shared with members for adoption. 

 

AOB 

Members were informed that meeting dates for 2025 are under review and will 

be finalised during Q1 2025. 

 

 

 


